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Welcome to the novus network
Welcome to the first installment of the

Novus Research Coordination Network

Newsletter!

The Novus RCN is funded by the 

National Science Foundation and 

focuses on unifying records of 

disturbance and ecosystem response 

over multiple timescales. The Novus 

RCN achieves this goal by synthesizing 

data of post-disturbance ecosystem 

responses, integrating these data with 

biogeochemical models, coordinating 

new research by connecting ecologists, 

paleo-ecologists, and land managers, 

and by providing training and 

mentorship to young scientists. 

The Novus Network is open to any and 

all individuals interested in how 

ecosystems and disturbance interact 

from decadal to million-year 

timescales. Novus participants 

currently represent 32 different 

institutions spanning 10 countries in 

four continents! There are a number of 

ways to be involved in the Novus 

Network: you are already receiving this

newsletter, and can also sign up for the 

Novus blog, or attend one of our 

upcoming workshop.

 
Map of current Novus RCN participants
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The Novus Website

The Novus RCN website is now active!

This website houses general information on

Novus goals and structure, biographies of
the steering committee, and other

resources of interest to Novus participants.

The Novus news page provides blog-style

updates on funding opportunities, job
announcements, conferences and

workshops, and other Novus participant
news. 

Looking for Tree Ring N 
Isotope Data? Review 

citations presented at the 
workshop here.

The Novus resources page houses products
relating directly to the Novus RCN, such

as workshop reports and manuscripts. It
also houses resources of interest, such as

disturbance and biogeochemical literature,
and notable Novus participant publications.

Who’s in charge? Read bios 

of the PI Kendra McLauchlan 
and other steering committee

 members here.

You can receive updates on Novus network

activities by:
1) Signing up to follow the news page.

Enter your email address here.

2) Filling out the participant survey here.

3) Emailing Laci Gerhart-Barley at
rockchalk@ksu.edu

In late May, nearly 30 researchers

from across the world met at the 
H.J. Andrews Experimental Forest 

near Eugene, OR for the first
Novus RCN workshop (review the

participants list here). The
attendees focused on nutrient

impacts of disturbance on
ecosystems, spanning seasonal to

millennial time scales. Conceptual
diagrams were developed outlining

the impacts of individual
disturbance events, development of

disturbance regimes, and changes
in regime structure across geologic

time scales. These concepts are
currently being developed into

manuscripts. 

Other projects outlined at the

workshop include sensitivity and
complacency of lake sediments to

disturbance (spearheaded by Jesse
Morris) and methodologies and 

Other projects outlined at the
workshop include sensitivity of lake

sediments to disturbance
(spearheaded by Jesse Morris) and

methodologies and data
interpretation of wood nitrogen

isotope chronologies (spearheaded
by Laci Gerhart).

Novus attendees hike through Andrews Forest

The second Novus workshop will
be held in late summer/early fall

2014, likely in Colorado, USA.
Location and dates will be

announced via the Novus blog and
future newsletters.

researchers meet in Oregon
for inaugural workshop

http://www.novusrcn.wordpress.com/
https://novusrcn.wordpress.com/news-and-events/
https://novusrcn.wordpress.com/resources/
https://novusrcn.wordpress.com/resources/
https://novusrcn.wordpress.com/steering-committee/
https://novusrcn.wordpress.com/
https://novusrcn.wordpress.com/participants/
http://andrewsforest.oregonstate.edu/
https://novusrcn.wordpress.com/resources/
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We are always looking for new
ideas for the Novus blog and
newsletter. If you have new
information to share, please send it
to Laci Gerhart-Barley at 
rockchalk@ksu.edu and we will
spread the news! 

Research Highlights

Marty Kranabetter (Forest, Land, and 

Natural Resource Operations, Canada) and 

colleagues recently published a study on 

current and historic nitrogen availability in 

coastal forests of British Columbia, Canada. 

Their data suggest a relatively constant 

nitrogen supply in these forests over the last 

century.

Janice Brahney, Ash Ballantyne and 

colleagues (University of Colorado, Boulder)

recently published a study on calcium 

deposition across the continental United 

States, showing increases in dust storms in 

the midwest, the inter-mountain west, and 

the northwest United States. The study was 

highlighted by UC-Boulder, and National 

Geographic. 

Novus PI Kendra McLauchlan and colleagues

recently published a meta-analysis of global 

nitrogen cycling from lake sediment cores 

spanning the Holocene epoch. They found 

declining nitrogen availability during the 

Pleistocene-Holocene transition, but no 

consistent shift over the last 500 years 

despite increasing temperatures and 

increasing anthropogenic nitrogen 

deposition.

The Novus RCN Post-Docs
The Novus RCN network now has two post-doctoral researchers working on 

ecosystem disturbance and coordination among Novus participants. Jesse Morris

(University of Idaho) is focusing on long-term lake sediment records of nitrogen

availability. Laci Gerhart-Barley (Kansas State University) is analyzing tree-ring 

nitrogen records across modern and geologic time scales. You can learn more 

about Jesse’s research here, and Laci’s research here. Both post-docs will aid in 

networking amongst Novus participants and the coordination of collaborative 

research projects.

Want to contribute to the Novus blog or
newsletter? Share your ideas with us!

Word cloud of Novus blog posts

Topics for blog posts include:
• Job announcements (all levels)

• Funding opportunities (grants, 
fellowships, stipends, etc)

• Conferences and workshops

Topics for the newsletter include:
• Publication highlights

• New projects and grants
• New Novus products or personnel

http://www.gerhartbarley.wordpress.com/
http://www.jessemorris3.com/
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v495/n7441/full/nature11916.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/13/130612-united-states-west-science-dust-storms-environment/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/13/130612-united-states-west-science-dust-storms-environment/
http://www.colorado.edu/news/releases/2013/06/10/amount-dust-blown-across-west-increasing-says-cu-boulder-study
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1875963713000281
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10021-012-9598-z
mailto:rockchalk@ksu.edu
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 You received this newsletter from the Novus RCN due to your expression of interest in Novus Network activities or your 
attendance to a Novus RCN conference or other networking event. To be removed from the mailing list, contact Laci 
Gerhart-Barley at rockchalk@ksu.edu. 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to be added to the email list, you can sign up here, or contact 
Laci Gerhart-Barley at rockchalk@ksu.edu

Novus contact information

Dr. Kendra McLauchlan
118 Seaton Hall
Kansas State University
Manhattan, KS 66506

Ph: (785) 532-6155
Fax: (785) 532-7310

Email: novus.rcn@gmail.com
Website: novusrcn.wordpress.com

Conference Session Highlights

Ecological Society of America  :   August 4-9, 2013
Novus-Organized Session: Symp 9: “Resilience, Disturbance, and
Long-Term Environmental Change: Integrating Paleoecology into 

Conservation and Management in the Anthropocene” co-hosted by 
Novus Steering Committee Member Philip Higuera. 

Tuesday, Aug 6 1:30-5:00 pm Auditorium Room 3
Details on speakers and topics can be reviewed here.

American Geophysical Union  :   Dec 9-13, 2013
Several sessions at the AGU fall meeting may be of interest to Novus 

Participants. Review details at the Novus blog AGU posts.
Abstract submission is open for all sessions until August 6, 2013. 

Abstracts can be submitted here.

https://fallmeeting.agu.org/2013/scientific-program/abstract-submission-policies/
https://novusrcn.wordpress.com/category/conferences-and-workshops/agu/
http://fallmeeting.agu.org/2013/
http://eco.confex.com/eco/2013/webprogrampreliminary/Session8811.html
http://eco.confex.com/eco/2013/webprogrampreliminary/Session8811.html
https://novusrcn.wordpress.com/participants/
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